














The Aspen Ideas Festival is proud to present unique, inspiring, and 
deeply thought-provoking and even downright hilarious films each 
night of the Festival to guests and members of the public.

SHREK FOREVER AFTER July 5   8:00 PM   paepcke auditorium  FREE (ticket is required)
After challenging an evil dragon, rescuing a beautiful princess, and saving his in-laws’ kingdom, what’s an ogre to do? Well, if you’re Shrek, 
you suddenly wind up a domesticated family man. Longing for the days when he felt like a real ogre, Shrek is duped into signing a pact with 
the smooth-talking dealmaker, Rumpelstiltskin. Shrek suddenly finds himself in a twisted, alternate version of Far Far Away, where ogres are 
hunted, Rumpelstiltskin is king, and Shrek and Fiona have never met. Now, it’s up to Shrek to undo all he’s done in the hopes of saving his 
friends, restoring his world, and reclaiming his one True Love.  					                 Underwritten by Booz Allen Hamilton

Journey into the Third Dimension July 6   8:00 PM   paepcke auditorium  $20
3D is here and it is now. The manner in which people consume and experience content is evolving in a way that is no less pervasive or 
profound than what happened in the middle of last century—when all things black-and-white became colorful. We equate it to a sea change; 
the wave is cresting in movie theaters across the globe at this very moment in time. It is coming faster, more furiously, and farther-reaching 
than you may realize. Before long, 3D will be ubiquitous and we’ll all be looking backward wondering what we—as content creators and 
consumers alike—ever did without it.

WAITING FOR SUPERMAN July 7   7:30 PM   paepcke auditorium  $20
Every morning in big cities, suburbs, and small towns across America, parents send their children off to school with the highest of hopes. But 
a shocking number of students in the United States attend schools where they have virtually no chance of learning—failure factories more 
likely to produce drop-outs than college graduates. And, despite decades of well-intended reforms and huge sums of money spent on the 
problem, our public schools haven’t improved markedly since the 1970s. Why? From An Inconvenient Truth Director Davis Guggenheim 
comes Waiting for Superman, a provocative and cogent documentary examination of the crisis in US public education told through 
multiple interlocking stories—from a handful of students and their families whose futures hang in the balance to the educators and reformers 
trying to find real solutions in a dysfunctional system. Tackling such politically-radioactive topics as the power of teachers’ unions and the 
entrenchment of school bureaucracies, Guggenheim reveals the invisible forces that have held true education reform back for decades. 

Local Underwriting Support from Obermeyer Asset Management

Panelists Eric Adler, Geoffrey Canada, Leslie Chilcott, Bill Gates, Davis Guggenheim   

THE FURIOUS FORCE OF RHYMES July 8   8:30 PM   paepcke auditorium  $20
The Aspen Institute presents an advance viewing of Director Joshua Atesh Litle’s new work-in-progress The Furious Force of Rhymes. Traveling 
through four continents and six countries, The Furious Force of Rhymes is a fascinating documentary look at hip-hop as transnational protest 
music. The viewer will encounter characters as diverse as Israeli Jews, marginalized French Arabs, East German skinhead punks, and West 
African feminists, all of whom share a common musical language. Originating from the ghettos of New York, rap music has found adherents 
in every country in the world.  Recognizing themselves in the oppression of American blacks, people everywhere have adapted the US street 
music to their own causes. The Furious Force of Rhymes is directed by Joshua Atesh Litle (Ever Since the World Ended), produced by ARTE, 
the Smithsonian Channel, Link TV, and the prestigious French documentary company, Les Films d’Ici, well-known for Waltz with Bashir and To 
Be and to Have.
Panelists Joshua Atesh Litle, Laura Thielen
co-presented with aspenFILM

RESTREPO July 9   8:00 PM   paepcke auditorium $20
Beginning in 2007, award-winning journalist and author Sebastian Junger (The Perfect Storm) and much-honored war photographer Tim 
Hetherington began making trips to Afghanistan to cover the 15-month engagement of Second Platoon, Battle Company, 173rd Airborne 
Brigade, with guerrilla Taliban fighters in the treacherous Korengal Valley. The result is a remarkable, visceral, often electrifying vérité trip into 
a soldier’s life on war’s front lines. With a courage and tenacity that often matches their subjects, Junger and Hetherington gain extraordinary 
insight into the surreal combination of backbreaking labor and daily firefights that are a way of life at Outpost Restrepo. Their unprecedented 
access reveals the bravery, humor, and profound camaraderie of young troops whose lives on the front lines are the ultimate definition of 
service to one’s country. Winner of the Grand Prize for US Documentary at Sundance.
Panelists Sebastian Junger   
Moderator: Laura Thielen
co-presented with aspenFILM

COUNTDOWN TO ZERO  July 10   8:00 PM   paepcke auditorium $20
Countdown to Zero is a documentary film that traces the history of the atomic bomb—from its origins to the present state of global affairs. 
Nine nations now possess nuclear-weapons capabilities with others racing to join them. Meanwhile, the world is held in a delicate balance, 
one that could be shattered by an act of terrorism, failed diplomacy, or a simple accident.  Written and directed by acclaimed documentarian 
Lucy Walker (The Devil’s Playground, Blindsight), Countdown to Zero features an array of important international statesmen, including Jimmy 
Carter, Mikhail Gorbachev, Pervez Musharraf, and Tony Blair. The film makes a compelling case for worldwide nuclear disarmament, an issue 
more topical than ever with the Obama administration’s efforts to revive this goal. The film was produced by Academy Award-winner Lawrence 
Bender (Inglourious Basterds, An Inconvenient Truth) and developed, financed, and executive produced by Participant Media together with 
the World Security Institute. 

Panelists Diane Weyermann, Richard Burt, John J. Sheehan, Valerie Plame Wilson  
MODERATOR: Bruce Blair
co-presented with aspenFILM

On the Big Screen  

for more information - www.aifestival.org or call 970 544 7970

Underwritten by Hewlett Packard




